




GUNPOWDER PLOT

WHY WERE THE ENGLISH UNHAPPY? 

RELIGION: At first James I had been soft on the 
Catholics, wanting to keep them happy. The 
Protestants didn’t like it so he became harsher on 
the Catholics - he announced a plan to outlaw 
(ban) Catholicism. 

HOW DID THEY PROTEST?

• Placed 36 barrels of Gunpowder in a cellar they 
had rented, under the Houses of Parliament. 
• A suspicious letter was sent to Lord Mounteagle
who took this to the King’s Spy Master, Robert 
Cecil. The King worked out what the message 
meant and the cellars were searched 10 days 
later. 
• Fawkes was discovered, tortured and confessed.

CONSEQUENCES:

• The King looked clever for working the plot out
• It made the Catholics look like a serious threat 
which gave King James an excuse to be harsher on 
the Catholics, including banning them from voting

ENGLISH CIVIL WAR

WHY WERE THE ENGLISH UNHAPPY? 

RELIGION: Charles I married a Catholic and seemed to make the church 
less Protestant. 
POWER: Charles refused to share power with Parliament, he ruled on his 
own for 11 years 
MONEY: Charles raised taxes (Ship Money) without asking for 
Parliament’s permission 

HOW DID THEY PROTEST? 

Oliver Cromwell created the New Model Army and led it against the King. 
They fought many small battles and 3 main ones. Parliament won and 
King Charles was executed.

CONSEQUENCES:

• This was the first time, in England, a monarch had been put on trial, and 
been executed, leading to a Republic. 
• New groups emerged with new ideas on how to live, how to interpret 
the Bible, and what should be the obligations and responsibilities of those 
who ruled them. 
• It led to England having a professional, organised and well trained army. 
• Around 200,000 people died during the Civil War, disease spread rapidly 
and many towns and cities were destroyed. 
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Cromwell and the 
Republic

31 January 1649: King 
Charles I was executed and 
England became a Republic 
for the next 11 years. 
• Oliver Cromwell became 

Lord Protector and led 
England. 

• He used army leaders to 
keep strict control of 
England, shut down 
Parliament, killed the 
people of Drogheda, 
took land from Catholics 
and gave it to Protestants 
so that England would 
have friends in Ireland

• Shut Parliament down 
because they were 
taking too long to make 
decisions

Charles II and 
the Restoration

• When Oliver 
Cromwell died, 
his son Richard 
became Lord 
Protector but 
gave up the 
job.

• Parliament 
asked Charles’ 
son to return 
from France 
and become 
Charles II. 

• He was known 
as ‘the Merry 
Monarch’ as 
he reversed 
many of 
Cromwell’s 
strict rules.

GLORIOUS REVOLUTION

WHY WERE THE ENGLISH UNHAPPY? 
RELIGION: James II (Charles II’s brother) became King and was openly 
Catholic. He allowed people to worship freely, including Catholics. 
POWER: He created his own permanent army which Parliament were 
worried he would use against them. 
RELIGION & POWER: His wife finally had a son who would be brought 
up Catholic

HOW DID THEY PROTEST?
7 Protestant nobles sent a letter to William of Orange (Charles I’s 

grandson) in the Netherlands and asked him to invade. He did and 
many of the English soldiers deserted James II and joined William. 
James was allowed to escape to France and William, and his wife 
Mary (James II’s daughter & William’s cousin!) were crowned

CONSEQUENCES: 
• England got rid of an unpopular monarch without any violence 
which was very rare 
• Parliament forced William and Mary to give them more power, in 
exchange for giving William money to fight his wars in France 
• Protestants were allowed to worship freely, but not Catholics 
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