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Facts about Aboriginal Art

1. Aboriginal art is based on dreamtime stories.
2. Aboriginal symbols are used instead of written 

language.
3. Aboriginal paintings are used to teach new 

generations.
4. There are many Aboriginal tribal groups.
5. Permission is required to paint an Aboriginal 

dreaming.
6. There are hidden secrets in Aboriginal dot paintings.
7. Aboriginal art is shown in museums and galleries.
8. Aboriginal art keeps Aboriginal culture strong.
9. Aboriginal art has many layers of meaning.
10. Emil Kame Kngwarreye’s work ‘Earth’s Creation sold 

for $2.1 million in 2017.

Aboriginal rock art is the oldest form of 
indigenous Australian art with the earliest 
examples discovered at Gabarnmung in Arnhem 
Land dating back around 28,000 years. It is 
thought that there are over 100,000 rock art 
sites in Australia which provide a unique archive 
of indigenous art. These sites are sacred to 
Aboriginal Australians as they are inhabited by 
the spirits of their ancestors. Accordingly, they 
should be respected as holy places that embody 
the artistic, social, environmental and spiritual 
knowledge that is the lifeblood of Aboriginal 
culture.

Aboriginal Art
Rock Art

Aboriginal Australians could be the oldest population of humans 

living outside of Africa, where one theory says they migrated from in 

boats 70,000 years ago. Australia's first people—known as 

Aboriginal Australians—have lived on the continent for over 50,000 
years.


