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Working with air drying clayY8

Small Family by Beate Kuhn 1988

Porcelain faces by Johnson 
Tsang 2016

Air drying clay:
• Manmade, using fibres, paper etc
• Dries in the air and can be painted 

using any normal paints.
• Is more fragile and easily breakable.
• Can’t be washed or put in a dishwasher 

- porous

Normal clay:
• Comes from the earth
• Is fired in a kiln when dry
• Glazes are used to decorate
• Is strong and hard
• Can be washed or put in dishwasher –

non-porous

Key words and terms

Pinch pot A 3D shape made out of clay by 
pinching it.

Slip A running clay used to help join clay 
together.

Score Marks scratched on the clay to join it 
together.

Score and slip The method to join to pieces of clay 
together.

Plastic Wet clay that can be sculpted.

Leather hard Clay that has dried out a little.

Bone dry Clay that is completely dry and can 
be painted or fired.

Sgraffito Scratching a design onto a surface to 
show a colour underneath.

Relief To build out pattern on a surface.


