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15 July 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

Finally we are approaching the end of the academy year.  There have been many challenges to 
overcome this year and many sudden changes but the dedication and creativity of staff, the resilience 
and willingness of the students and the flexibility and huge support from families has seen us through. 

This is a year where everybody’s use of technology has increased and improved.  Teaching lessons, 
welfare checks, parents’ evenings, options evenings, open evenings and meetings have all taken place 
and this way we have tried to run a normal academy in very abnormal times.   

Of course frequent testing has become a routine part of our lives and I’d like to thank you for our 
support in ensuring that those take place. 

But this year hasn’t just been about living in a pandemic and we have to try to remember that in school.  
Recently we have had students out on the Duke of Edinburgh award expedition trips.  They have all 
done fantastically well and we couldn’t be prouder of them.  Students have played extracurricular sport 
which is great to see.  Y11 had a great leaving party complete with ice cream van and photo booth 
which was a wonderful opportunity for us all to say goodbye to each other.  Currently most of Y10 are 
out on work experience - an excellent opportunity for them to get a flavour of the world of work.  In 
addition, we have had craft clubs, yoga classes to name just two.  We look forward to expanding our 
extracurricular and enrichment programme more next year. 

 

Staffing changes 

Inevitably at this time of year we see some staff leave and this year we are saying goodbye to Mr 
Bradley.  Mr Bradley has been a wonderful addition to our academy community and we wish him all 
the best for his future. 

There will also be some changes and additions to our staff: 
Also congratulations to: 
Miss Clarke from PE who has been promoted to Assistant Headteacher 
Mr Lomasney the previous Curriculum Leader for Science who will be a very welcome and experienced 
addition to the Progress Leader team 
Mr Hoffheinz the current Deputy Curriculum Leader for Science who has been promoted to Curriculum 
Leader for Science 
Mrs Hunter who has moved from the excellent work she does in the kitchens and is now working in 
the front office as an Administrative Officer 
 
In addition, we have made the following new appointments: 
Ms Teague – Appointed as new Teaching Assistant  
Mr Silkstone – will be joining as a teacher of English 
 



 

 

Registered no. 08296921 

 
Mr Adams – will be joining as a teacher of English 
Ms Stain –who has been on supply with us will be joining on a permanent basis as teacher of PSHE  
Ms Reed – will be joining as a teacher of PE  
Mrs Lee – will be joining us as a teacher of Food  

We look forward to welcoming them all to Team Birley. 

For our outgoing Y11 results will be available for students to collect on Thursday 12, August. This 
will also be an opportunity for those who have ordered hoodies to collect them. 

 

Testing and First Day Back 

As you may know, the government has recently announced that students should have two tests at the 
start of the school year.  One of which must be done before they start and the second between 2-5 
days later.  This means that we have to ensure students have a clear test before they come in.  As 
always, testing is done with parental consent. 

In order to make this happen the government are allowing us flexibility around start dates for 
students for that first week. 

 

Friday 3, September   Test for Y7 

Monday 6, September  Test 1 for Y8 & 11 

     First Day in school for Y7 

Tuesday 7, September  Test 1 for Y9 & 10 

    First day in school for Y8 & Y11 

Wednesday 8, September  Test 2 for Y7 

    First day in school for Y9 & Y10 

Thursday 9, September Test 2 for Y8 & Y11 

Friday 10 September  Test 2 for Y9 & Y10 

 

More details of the testing arrangements are being sent out separately. 

Arrangements for last day 

On Wednesday we break up for the summer. As is traditional at the end of the summer term, we will 
close early. Y7 will finish at 12, Y8 & 9 at 12.10 and Y10 at 12.15. 
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Finally 

On behalf of all the staff at the Academy I would like to wish you and your families a healthy and 
restful summer.  Thank you again for your continued support and partnership.  We look forward to 
seeing you all in September. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Gina Newton 
Headteacher 

 

 


