
Year 9 Art Knowledge Organiser

Technique Keywords

Media/Medium The materials and tools used by an artist to create a piece of art

Technique The way an artist uses tools and materials to create a piece of art

Composition Where you place objects on the page

Highlight The bright or reflective area on an object or piece of art, this area is closest to the light source

Shadow/Shade The darker areas within a piece of art or object

Proportion The size relationship between different parts e.g. height compared to width

Y8 Art
Colour Theory
Primary colours are the three 
main colours, they can’t be 
made, but are used to mix all of 
the other colours 
Secondary colours are made by 
mixing two primary colours
Tertiary colours are made by 
mixing a primary and a 
secondary colour
Harmonious colours are next to 
each other on the colour wheel
Complementary colours are 
opposite each other on the 
colour wheel
Tint – when you add white to a 
colour to make it lighter

Shade – when you add black to 
a colour to make it darker

The Formal elements of Art

Tone How light or dark something is

Line A mark which can be long, short, 
wiggly straight etc…

Colour What you see when light reflects off something. Red, blue 
and yellow are primary colours

Texture How something looks or 
feels e.g. smooth or 
rough  

Pattern A symbol or shape that is repeated 

Shape A 2D area which is enclosed by 
a line e.g. a triangle

Form Something which has 3 dimensions 
e.g. a cube, sphere or a sculpture

Mark Making: To make drawings look more realistic try 

to use different marks on the surface. You can do this by 
changing the direction, pressure or length of your marks. 
Mark making can be used in conjunction with shading or 

separately. 

Making things look 3D:    
To stop drawings looking flat 

use a range of tone and 
marks. Pressing harder and 
light and layering with your 

pencil creates different 
tones and adds depth.
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Pop Art is an art 

movement that emerged 

in the 1950s and 

flourished in the 1960s in 

America and Britain, 

drawing inspiration from 

sources in popular and 

commercial culture. 

Different cultures and 

countries contributed to 

the movement during the 

1960s and 70s.

Media

Acrylic paint is water-based 

fast-drying paint widely used 

by artists since the 1960s. It 

can be used thickly or thinly 

depending how much water 

is added to it

Collage is pasting paper cut-

outs onto various surfaces, it 

can also include other media 

such like painting and

drawing.

Ben day (dots/lines wavy lines) is a printing process where 

colour and optical illusions can be created. Lichtenstein 

used this technique widely in his work. 

Pop Art

In this project you will 
explore the work of many 
notable Pop Artists that 
have influenced the face 
of Modern Art and 
subsequent Artists. 

Roy Lichtenstein was a prominent artist in the Pop Art 

movement and was responsible for some of the most 

notable pieces of  Pop Art.

Andy Warhol was a contemporary of Lichtenstein and 

created some of the world most recognisable images 

like the Campbell Soup can and Marilyn Monroe’s 
colourful portrait. 

Hattie Stewart is a modern British artist influenced by the 

Pop Artists of the past. A self titled ‘professional doodler’. 
Her most notable works are art of her ‘doodle-bombing’ 
series, an example can be seen below. 

Monoprinting is a form of printmaking that has 
lines or images that can only be made once
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