On-line Safety
Children and young people spend a lot of time on-line, it can be a great way for them to socialise,
explore and have fun. However, when using the on- line world, children do also face risks such
as cyberbullying or seeing content that's inappropriate. At The Birley Academy, we teach children
to use the internet and technology safely through our outstanding PSHE curriculum, tutor time
programme and assemblies. We also have a variety of external speakers come into school to
talk about keeping themselves safe on-line.
For parents, we run an annual Safeguarding Evening event to support parents and carers in how
to keep children safe. Understanding what children do on-line and the risks they face will help
keep your child safe on-line. Children and young people go on-line to connect with friends and
make new ones, to browse the internet for information, chat with others and play games. They
may:
•

search for information or content on search engines like Google and Bing

•

share images and watch videos through websites or mobile apps like Instagram,
Pinterest, Vine and YouTube

•

use social networking websites such as Facebook, Twitter and Snapchat

•

write or reply to messages on forums and message boards

•

play games alone or with others through websites, apps or game consoles

•

chat with other people through on-line games, game consoles, webcams, social networks
and tools like WhatsApp

By understanding and talking about the dangers we help to make our pupils aware of the
dangers and keep themselves safe, as well as supporting parents and carers to put in place
safety measures. All pupils are given advice and information shared on who they can go to if
there is a problem with anything they do on-line. Posters are displayed in all classrooms and the
main corridor safeguarding notice board to support pupils with keeping themselves safe. Further
advice and guidance can be seen on the CEOP website or the Safeguarding Sheffield Children
website.
Please help us to share the message with pupils:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

to keep passwords safe and not share them
make sure privacy settings on social media such as Facebook are set to private not
public and check this regularly
do not share personal information on-line
do not accept friend requests from strangers and NEVER arrange to meet someone
you have met on line without discussing this first with your parents
tell an adult if anything they see on-line makes them feel uncomfortable, scared or
threatened
do not write anything on social media or by text that is unpleasant. We take peer on
peer bullying very seriously and this often occurs by on-line means
never send or share images of a sexual nature or images that may humiliate or harm
others
remember to report any worrying behaviour to an adult, one of the school’s
Safeguarding Leads or using the CEOP button on our homepage

E-Safety Update
Blue Whale Game
We need to alert you to information from The Safeguarding Sheffield Children Board (SSCB)
who have circulated information about this game currently being reported in the media.
Whist we do not want to be alarmist, we want to draw your attention to this potential
threat and ask that parents and carers are aware that your child could be subject to
receiving such challenges on social media after downloading the app.
This challenge is trending on Twitter and featuring on Instagram and Facebook.
In the game players are appointed a ‘master’ or ‘teacher’ who challenges them to self tattoo
a blue whale on their body. The game hen escalates with increasing levels of self-harm
encouraged.
Below are two links to articles about this:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsbeat/article/39718654/police-warn-parents-about-blue-whalegame-targeting-vulnerable-people
http://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/777933/blue-whale-challenge-british-police-vulnerableteenage-suicides-russia-britain
Access to the internet can be a great tool if used correctly and children should be able to
embrace such technologies safely.
However, it can be a dangerous place if not monitored correctly and can leave young people
very vulnerable. We are in regular contact with our local police officer who works with all
the local schools. If you are concerned about any of these issues please do not hesitate to
contact our safeguarding lead Dave Burnham.
More information relating to safeguarding can also be found at:
https://www.safeguardingsheffieldchildren.org.uk/welcome/sheffield-safeguardingchildren-board/Safeguarding-Children-Online/mothers-fathers-carers.html

